
Recommended Reading for Years 3 & 4 

 

 

Long Neck and Thuderfoot  Helen Piers  

Winner of the Kate Greenaway medal, this is the story of Long 
Neck, a quiet and gentle dinosaur whose peace is shattered by the 
arrival of a huge new dinosaur called Thunder Foot. Can they ever 
overcome their fear and suspicion of each other and become 
friends? 

 

Little Animal Ark Series   Lucy Daniels  

“The Brave Bunny” 
Laura Baker’s bunny Nibbles likes Mandy a lot, but Laura’s noisy 
cousin Tom makes him frightened. Later on that night, Nibbles must 
be very brave when he gets sick, and is taken to Animal Ark. Can 
Mr Hope find out what is wrong? 

 

 
 

“The Midnight Mouse” 
Mandy is helping Amy Fenton to choose just the right mouse to be 
her pet. And Amy wants to choose just the right name, too! But no 
name seems right for this mouse - until 
late at night, when the girls hear a strange noise in Mandy's room . . 
. 
 
And many others including “The Playful Puppy”, “The Friendly Foal” 
and “The Lucky Lamb”  

 

The Great Escape    Jeremy Strong  

Nicholas's granny is in love with the elderly Hell's Angel from next 
door. Everyone thinks it is great - except for Nicholas's dad. He 
does everything he can to stop the romance, but Granny has a few 
tricks - and a few getaway vehicles - up her sleeve. 

 

The Magic Finger  Roald Dahl 

The story of a little girl with magical powers. When someone makes 
her angry she zaps a punishment on them with her magic flashing 
finger! 

 

The Giraffe and the Pelly and 
Me   

Roald Dahl 

The giraffe, the pelican and the agile monkey set out to prove that 
they are the best window-cleaning company around. 
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The Enormous Crocodile  Roald Dahl 

The Enormous Crocodile is a horrid greedy grumptious brute who 
loves to guzzle up little boys and girls. But the other animals have 
had enough of his cunning tricks, so they scheme to get the better 
of this foul fiend, once and for all! 

 

Bill’s New Frock Anne Fine 

Bill wakes up one day as a girl, and is horrified to be sent to school 
in a frilly pink frock with fiddly shell buttons. There he finds life 
suddenly very different. 

 

 

The Owl who was Afraid of the 
Dark  

Jill Tomlinson 

The story is about a young barn owl called Plop. Each chapter is a 
satisfying tale in which Plop learns something new about the dark 
each night: dark is exciting, dark is kind, dark is fun, dark is 
necessary, dark is fascinating, dark is wonderful ... and dark is 
beautiful. Plop isn't convinced immediately, but by the seventh night 
he's looking at the dark through new eyes! 

 

The Dinosaur Diary  Julia Donaldson 

Surviving and finding a safe place to lay her eggs is difficult for 
Hypsilophodon with dinosaurs like Tyrannosaurus Rex around. 
When she falls into a mysterious pool and finds herself on a modern 
farm there are still problems. 

 

Never Kiss Frogs  Robert Leeson 

Gail and her mum take in lodgers to make ends meet. If Gail could 
just kiss a frog who happened to be a rich prince in disguise, their 
troubles would be over. One day, Gail finds her enchanted frog, and 
Prince Rupert appears, but he isn't rich. 

 

 

Notso Hotso Anne Fine  

It's a dog's life for Anthony. Not only is he lacking the respect he 
deserves from the neighbourhood dogs and cats, but suddenly all 
he can do is scratch, scratch, scratch. 
And now bits of him are dropping off - yeuch! Just when Anthony 
thinks things can't get any worse, he finds himself on the vet's table. 
What she has in mind is about to destroy the tiny shred of street 
cred he has left... 

 

Dragon Boy  Dick King-Smith 

A young boy is adopted by a pair of dragons on the outskirts of the 
forest of Sherwood. His culinary tips and an inspired experiment in 
hatching a dragon egg secure his position in the family. This story is 
set in ‘Merrie England’ in the days of knights and outlaws.  
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Charlie and the Chocolate 
Factory 

Roald Dahl 

For the first time in a decade, Willy Wonka, the reclusive and 
eccentric chocolate maker, is opening his doors to the public--well, 
five members of the public, actually. 
The lucky five who find a Golden Ticket in their Wonka bars will 
receive a private tour of the factory, given by Mr Wonka himself. For 
young Charlie Bucket, this is a dream come true. 

 

The Worst Witch Series Jill Murphy 

Mildred Hubble is the worst witch at Miss Cackle's Academy for 
Witches - she's always getting her spells wrong. But she manages 
to get by until she turns Ethel, the teacher's pet, into her deadly 
enemy. 

 

The Butterfly Lion Michael Morpurgo 

Bertie rescues an orphaned white lion cub from the African veld. 
They are inseparable until Bertie is sent to boarding school far away 
in England and the lion is sold to a circus. Bertie swears that one 
day they will see one another again, but it is the butterfly lion which 
ensures that their friendship will never be forgotten. 

 

 

The Sandman and the Turtles Michael Morpurgo 

Michael loves summer holidays in Wales, and Dadci's tall stories 
about the Sandman, the old Russian sea captain and blood-red 
dragon in his lair. Little cousin Polly believes every word of the 
magical tales and she's determined to make it all come true. 

 

Mr Majeika Series Humphrey Carpenter  

As a rule, magic carpets don't turn up in schools, but this is exactly 
what happens when Class Three’s new teacher flies in through the 
classroom window and lands on the floor with a bump.  

 

Stuart Little  E. B. White  

Stuart Little is no ordinary mouse. Born to a family of humans he 
lives in New York City with his parents, his older brother George 
and Snowball the cat. Though he's shy and thoughtful, he's an 
adventurous and heroic little mouse. 

 

I Was a Rat Philip Pullman 

When a small boy turns up on Bob and Joan's doorstep unable to 
say much, except 'I was a rat', the kindly couple adopt him. It seems 
strange but Bob reads about odder things every day in his 
newspaper. To them, the sunny little chap is Roger, and he's trying 
hard to adapt to human life. 
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The Firework Maker’s 
Daughter  

Phillip Pullman  

Lila wants to be a firework maker just like her father, but before she 
can even start she has to make a hazardous, life-threatening 
journey to the den of the evil Fire-Fiend, battling her way through 
strange lands and nightmarish scenarios with elephants and pirates 
and strange beasts a-plenty tempting her from her path. 
 

 


