
Recommended Reading for Years 5 & 6 

 

   

The Legend of the Worst Boy 
in the World 

Eoin Colfer  

Will is desperate to win the Giant Jelly Baby competition and be 
named 'the best boy in the world'. But his big brother Marty always 
beats him to it. Then one day Will's wish comes true; he's the best 
boy in the world at last! Marty is not happy, and decides that 
something must be done. 

 

Aladdin and the Enchanted 
Lamp 

Philip Pullman 

A modern retelling of the classic story of a boy who discovers a 
magic lamp. 

 

The Butterfly Lion Michael Morpurgo 

Bertie rescues an orphaned white lion cub from the African veld. 
They are inseparable until Bertie is sent to boarding school far away 
in England and the lion is sold to a circus. Bertie swears that one 
day they will see one another again, but it is the butterfly lion which 
ensures that their friendship will never be forgotten. 

 

The War of Jenkins’ Ear Michael Morpurgo  

Toby Jenkins, a quiet, homesick boy, always hates going back to 
his boarding school at the start of term. This term he forms a 
friendship with a new boy, Simon Christopher, who confides a great 
secret in him. 

 

The Iron Man Ted Hughes  

The story of a creature called the Iron Man who befriends a little 
boy when he arrives on Earth. 

 

Charlotte’s Web E. B. White  

The tale of how a little girl named Fern, with the help of a friendly 
spider, saved her pig Wilbur from the usual fate of nice fat little pigs. 

 

The BFG Roald Dahl 

The story of Sophie, the little girl who befriends the BFG, the Big 
Friendly Giant. But not all giants are so good… 
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George’s Marvellous Medicine  Roald Dahl 

George's grandma is a grizzly, grumpy, selfish old woman with pale 
brown teeth and a small puckered-up mouth like a dog's bottom. 
Four times a day she takes a large spoonful of thick brown 
medicine, but it doesn't seem to do her any good. She's always just 
as horrid after she's taken it as she was before. So when George is 
left alone to look after her one morning, it's just the chance he 
needs... 

 

Matilda Roald Dahl  

Five-year old Matilda longs for her parents to be good and loving 
and understanding, but they are none of these things. They are 
perfectly horrid to her. Matilda invents a game of punishing them 
each time they treat her badly and she soon discovers she has 
supernatural powers. 

 

Grandpa Chatterji Jamila Gavin  

Neeta and her little brother Sanjay have two grandpas, Dad's dad 
Grandpa Leicester and Mum's dad Grandpa Chatterji, who live in 
India. One day Grandpa Chatterji comes all the way to visit them, 
and the two children discover what a wonderful, surprising and 
magical Grandpa he is. 

 

Horrible Histories Terry Deary  

A series of books covering the span of history from the Egyptians, Romans 
and Celts through to the Tudors, Georgians the Second World War. 
History with the gory bits left in. 

 

Horowitz Horror Anthony Horowitz  

It's a world where everything seems pretty normal. But the weird, 
the sinister and the truly terrifying are lurking just out of sight. Like 
an ordinary-looking camera with evil powers, a bus ride home that 
turns into your worst nightmare and a mysterious computer game 
that nobody would play...if they knew the rules! Each story has a 
shocking sting in its tale... 

 

Artemis Fowl  Eoin Colfer  

Twelve-year-old villain, Artemis Fowl, is the most ingenious criminal 
mastermind in history. His bold and daring plan is to hold a 
leprechaun to ransom. But he's taking on more than he bargained 
for when he kidnaps Captain Holly Short of the LEPrecon (Lower 
Elements Police Reconnaissance Unit). 
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The Silver Sword Ian Serrallier  

The night the Nazis come to take their mother away, three children 
escape in a terrifying scramble across the rooftops. Alone in the 
chaos of Warsaw, they have to learn to survive on their own. 

 

Black Beauty Anna Sewell 

A horse is a horse of course, unless of course the horse is Black 
Beauty. Animal-loving children have been devoted to Black Beauty 
throughout this century, and no doubt will continue through the next. 

 

 

The Wind in the Willows Kenneth Grahame  

Rat, Mole, Badger and the preposterous Mr Toad, have brought 
delight to many through the years with their odd adventures on and 
by the river, and at the imposing residence of Toad Hall. 

 

The Hobbit J. R. R. Tolkien  

The prequel to The Lord of the Rings tells the tale of Bilbo Baggins 
who sets of on an adventure with twelve dwarves and the wizard 
Gandalf to cross Middle Earth to rescue the dwarves treasure from 
the dragon Smaug 

 

War Horse Michael Morpurgo  

Joey, a young farm horse, is sold to the army and thrust into the 
midst of the war on the Western Front. With his officer, he charges 
towards the enemy, witnessing the horror of the frontline. But even 
in the desolation of the trenches, Joey's courage touches the 
soldiers around him. 

 

Tom’s Midnight Garden  Philippa Pearce  

When Tom is sent to his aunt's house for the summer he resigns 
himself to weeks of boredom. Lying awake one night he listens to 
the grandfather clock in the hall strike every hour. Eleven . . . 
Twelve . . . Thirteen. Thirteen! Tom rushes down the stairs and 
opens the back door. There, awaiting him, is a beautiful garden. A 
garden that shouldn't exist. 
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Boy in the Striped Pyjamas  John Boyne  

Nine-year-old Bruno knows nothing of the Final Solution and the 
Holocaust. He is oblivious to the appalling cruelties being inflicted 
on the people of Europe by his country. All he knows is that he has 
been moved from a comfortable home in Berlin to a house in a 
desolate area where there is nothing to do and no one to play with. 
Until he meets Shmuel, a boy who lives a strange parallel existence 
on the other side of the adjoining wire fence and who, like the other 
people there, wears a uniform of striped pyjamas. 

 

Friend or Foe Michael Morpurgo 

Evacuated from London, David and Tucky feel like the war is a long 
way away from their new life in the countryside. Then one night the 
skyline of the moor is lit up with gun flashes, and the distant crump 
of bombing miles away brings the war back to them and shatters 
their new-found peace. When a German bomber crashes, the boys 
feel they should hate the airmen inside. But one of them saves 
David's life... 

 

 

Kensuke’s Kingdom Michael Morpurgo  

Michael's parents buy a yacht, and take him off to sail round the 
world. Washed overboard in a fierce storm, Michael finds himself on 
the shore of a remote island - and soon discovers he's not alone. 
Kensuke, a former Japanese soldier, survived the war and the 
bombing of Hiroshima, but his family perished. As an extraordinary 
bond forms between the two, Kensuke faces a heart-breaking 
choice. 

 

Goodnight Mr. Tom Michelle Magorian 

The gruff and surly Mr Thomas Oakley is less than pleased when 
he is landed with a scrawny little city boy as a guest, but because it 
is compulsory that each villager takes in an evacuee he reluctantly 
agrees. It soon becomes obvious to Mister Tom that young Willie 
Beech is hiding something, and as the pair begin to form an unlikely 
bond and Willie grows in stature and in confidence he begins to 
forget the past. But when he has to return to war-torn London… 

 

Holes  L. Sachar  

Camp Greenlake is a place for bad boys, where the belief is: "if you 
take a bad boy and make him dig a hole every day in the hot sun, it 
will turn him into a good boy." When Stanley Yelnats, accused and 
found guilty of a crime he did not commit, is sent to Camp 
Greenlake he really doesn't think it can be so bad… 

 

The Boyhood of Burglar Bill  Alan Ahlberg  

Coronation Year, 1953, and in Oldbury a Coronation football 
competition is organised. The boys from the bottom pitch get a 
team up, but there's no chance they'll win, of course. 
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The Dolphin Crossing  Jill Paton Walsh 

Pat and his friend John both know the risks they are running in 
taking a boat across the Channel in the spring of 1940. But they 
also know they have to do something to help the British soldiers 
stranded in Dunkirk. 

 

The Water Babies  C. Kingsley  

Tom, a poor orphan, is employed by the villainous chimney-sweep, 
Grimes, to climb up inside flues to clear away the soot. While 
engaged in this dreadful task, he loses his way and emerges in the 
bedroom of Ellie, the young daughter of the house who mistakes 
him for a thief. He runs away, and, hot and bothered, he slips into a 
cooling stream, falls asleep, and becomes a Water Baby 

 

Anne of Green Gables  L. M. Montgomery  

Marilla and Matthew Cuthbert are in for a big surprise. they are 
waiting for an orphan boy to help with the work at Green Gables but 
a skinny, red-haired girl turns up instead. 

 

 

Ballet Shoes  Noel Streatfield  

Pauline was rescued from a shipwreck as a baby. She longs to be 
an actress. Petrova, is a Russian orphan. She is happiest when 
playing with cars and engines. Polly was handed over with just a 
pair of ballet shoes to her name. If she could, she would dance all 
day! But one thing they DO have in common is, that with money 
running out at home and Great Uncle Matthew missing, the sisters 
want to stay together. 

 

Swallows and Amazons  Arthur Ransome  

It is the wholesome story of four young children, John, Susan, Titty 
and Roger, who set out in their boat (the Swallow of the title) to an 
island of adventure. 
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Five Children and It  E. Nesbit  

When Cyril, Anthea, Robert, Jane and their baby brother go digging 
in the gravel pit, the last thing they expect to find is a Psammead: 
an ancient Sand-fairy! Having a Sandfairy for a pet means having 
one wish granted each day. But the children don't realize all the 
trouble wishes can cause…  

 

Boy Roald Dahl 

The remarkable story of Roald Dahl's early years at school and with 
his family. Like his stories, Dahl's childhood tales are unmissable. 
This edition has a great new Quentin Blake cover and a new end 
section of facts about Roald Dahl.  

 

Going Solo Roald Dahl  

The second part of Roald Dahl's remarkable life story, following on 
from Boy, tells of his time working in Africa and his wartime exploits. 


