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Phonics overview

Learning the letter sounds

In Jolly Phonics the 42 main sounds of English are taught, not just the
alphabet sounds. For each sound there is an action which helps the children
remember the sound the letter makes. The letters are not introduced in
alphabetical order. The first group ‘s a t i p n’ has been chosen because they
make more simple three letter words than any other six letters. Sounds with
more than one way of being written are first taught in one form only. For
instance, the sound ‘a’ (rain) is on the sound sheet. The alternatives ‘a-¢’ (cake)
and ‘ay’ (day) will be taught later.

Letter formation

It is very important that your child holds their pencil correctly. If the hold
starts incorrectly it is very difficult to get it right later on. The correct
formation can be seen on the bottom of each sound sheet and in the
accompanying Penpals booklet.

Blending

Blending is the process of saying the sounds in a word and then running them
together to make the word, e.q. c-a-t is cat. It is a technique your child will
need to learn, and it improves with practice. Some children take longer to do
this than others. To start with you should sound out the word and see if your
child can hear it. The sounds must be said quickly to hear the word. It is easier
if the first sound is said slightly louder e.g. b-u-s but being careful not to say it
with too much empathise so that the sound is lost.

Identifying sounds in words

If your child is going to be able to write independently they will need to be
able to hear the sounds in words and to write the letters for those sounds.
When your child is able to hear the sounds in the words they can then begin to
practise their new writing skills. You can call out these words, they can listen to
the sounds and try and write down the letters for those sounds. This is the first
step towards your child becoming an independent writer.

Tricky words

Some words cannot be sounded out or spelt correctly by listening for the
sounds in them. These are called ‘Tricky words’ and have to be learnt. As your
child becomes more fluent at reading and writing, they will be taught how to
cope with Tricky words.



In Reception

Within Reception we focus on three sounds each week beginning with ‘s a t’,
then continue working through the given order of the Jolly Phonics sounds.
Following this order gives the children the ability to begin blending and word
building early on.

Each child is given a set of sound and digraph flashcards - to be kept in small
plastic box (required at beginning of term) These are then tested in school on
each child’s given reading day and sent home weekly with the reading book.
(The order of sounds is given in the ‘Welcome to Reception’ letter)

Once all the sounds (including digraphs} are learnt, children will begin to bring
home ‘tricky words’ to learn.

Reading books — initially some children may be sent home with a picture book
while they continue to work on their phonic recognition. This is to encourage
handling the book correctly, becoming familiar with characters, re tell the story
in their own words etc. Once we feel the child is progressing well with phonic
recognition we will provide an Oxford Reading Tree book with short sentences.

As soon as children are fully confident with the majority of sounds/digraphs
and are showing signs of being able to blend, we will give them a phonics book
such as ‘New Way’ or ‘Sound Start’. It is also important that they understand
what they have read. You can help by talking and asking questions about the
story.

Reading each day with your child and practising their phonic sounds and tricky
words reqularly boosts not only their own ability but also gives them
confidence in themselves. There is no doubt that any extra support given at this
stage is well worth it and most definitely puts them in a strong position to
move upwards throughout the school.

We can recommend —

YouTube: ‘Geraldine the Giraffe’ video clips for phonic recognition, the Jolly
Phonic songs for each sound can also be found there too.

IPad: ‘Hairy letters’, ‘Pocket Phonic’ and ‘Twinkl Phonics’ app for recognition
and formation.



|
1
1
1
t
1
t

L]
T
1
1
1]
1
!
1
¥
1
1
1
1
1
3
1
1
|
\
1
1
E
1
1
1
]
1
3
t
1
1
1
'
1
3
3
1
1
)
]
i
I
t
1
1
!
1
1
]
L
|
1
]
1
1
t
1
1
[l
!
1
1
4
1
i
]
i
1
\
1
1
]
1
T
[
[
I
1
1
]
1
1
I
t
'
I
i
1
1
1
1
]
5
1
t
i
]
1
)
}
|
1
]
1
i
I
[}
i
1
1
]
L
L
|
i
i
I
1

=g pups
1S

uns

hiiods

DUS

-gss56 Bulkes ‘sadeys
s Bupjeus "ayBUS B OYi| SABSAA

NOILLIV




=TT _Mw%%% H@ﬁ .
sy meig ’
wo|
a)ddo
hibuop

SIUD

e
‘e Aespue ‘NoA uo Bulyweso siue
11 SB MOQe aao0e siebul 2166

NOLLOV

e o e e R R e T e e I e e e e k8 kL A 4 e et 2 e e o iR =




‘turning head from side to side .

Children imitate watching tennis,
. and saying {1 tt.

1 ACTION

hit
_cat

Draw the
letiers

dotted here:
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saying j, J, J. je

Pretend to be a jelly, and wobbie,
ly.

ACTION -
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There are 3 main ways to make an ‘a’ sound.
Read the words. Write them in the correct ‘ai’ sound.

snail
may
cake
train

---
L T L L L

fl ruesrmcennemmcas |

2
B eamrrsusememcaa= <)
A A e e YR AT
-------------- ¥ —
i e K SR P
e R
i) e R

Action: Cup hand over ear and say ai, ai, al.




~ There are 2 main ways to make an ‘ee’ sound.
Read the words. Write them in the correct ‘ee’ sound.

bean

Action: Put hands on head as if ears on a donkey. Move them up and down
as you say eeyore, eayore. ' :




There are 4 main ways to make an ‘ie’ sound.
Read the words. Write them in the correct ‘ie’ sound.

e

Action: Stand to attention and say e, ie, ie.



There are 3 main ways of writing the ‘oa’ sound.
Read the words. Write them in the correct ‘oa’ sound.

Action: Bring hand over mouth as if something terrible has happened and
say oh! :



There are 3 main ways of writing the ‘ue’ sound.
Read the words. Write them in the correct ‘ue’ sound.

statue
few
cube

Tuesday

Action: Point to people around you and say you, you, you.




There are 3 main ways of writing the ‘er’ sound.
Read the Words.CQWrite them in the correct ‘er’ sound.

4
L WP ST W S A R,

Bl e e

i = o e - i"

i
7; e Y ke

Thursday
bird R

sister

Action: Roll hands over each other like a mixer and say erererer,




There are 3 main ways to write the ‘or’ sound.
Read the words. Write them in the eorrect ‘or’ sound.

Action: Put hands on head as if ears on a donkey. Move them up and down
as you say, eeyore,eeyore.




There are 2 main ways of writing the ‘oi’ sound.
Read the words. Write them in the correct ‘oi’ sound.

Action: Cup your hands around your mouth and shout, as if to another boat,
oil, ship ahoy!




There are 2 main ways of writing the ‘ou’ sound.
 Read the Words Write them in the correct ‘ou’ sound.

g Action: Pretend your finger is a needle and prick your-thumb

saying ou, ou, ou.



